This listing of claims will replace all pricr versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Amended) A tubular encasing netting for sausage and the like, wherein 
said encasing netting has a longitudinally running tear-open thread (* the length 
of which is greater than that of the encasing netting <4) which is in the state of 



use. 



2. (Amended) The netting as claimed in claim 1, wherein the tear-open 
thread 0) forms at least one loop « capable of being grasped on the outside of 



the netting 



3. 



(Amended) The netting as claimed in claim 2, wherein said netting has a 
structure extendible in the longitudinal direction, and the ends (44) of the loop ffi 
are connected to points (84 of the netting W which are at a greater distance from 

in the longitudinally extended state than in the state of use. 



one another 



4. (Amended) The netting as claimed in ataU eee^aims^e^, 

wh erein thr aajflng m *""""■» """d"* the h0neyC ° mb StrandS ^ °' 
the netting ft are composed of knitting stitches ^40,444, and the tear-open 



thread is bound into these, 



5 . (Amended) The netting as claimed in claim 4, wherein the honeycomb 

strands <M> °< «- " etti "9 <*» are ^ ^ ** ^ *° tear "° Pen 
thread (3) is bound into the fringes. 
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6. (Amended) The netting as claimed in claim 5, wherein the tear-open 
thread (3) lies between a pair of stitch legs (44) and a sinker thread (8). 

7. (Amended) The netting as claimed in claim 6, wherein the sinker thread 
(8) lies on the outside of the netting W- 

8. (Amended) The netting as claimed in slaiSUt of c l aims 1 t o J , 
wherein the netting strands <6-eHS containing the tear-open thread 0) are 
adhesively bonded to the associated sausage casing and/or to the tear-open 
thread (3). 

9. (Amended) A method for producing a netting tube by knitting or tying, 
which has a greater length in the production state than in the state of use, 
wherein, during production, a tear-open thread (3) is worked in, which, during the 
shortening of the netting <4) at the transition to the state of use, is caused to 
form, between at least two points at which it is connected to the netting, a loop 
which is accessible from outside. 

10. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 9, wherein the netting is 
produced as a double-rib or warp-knit fabric, and the tear-open thread is inserted 
into knitting stitches. 
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1 1 . (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 1 0, wherein it the tear-open 
thread is inserted in each case into a stitch of all the fringes (6) of successive 
netting honeycombs {4). 



12. (Amended) The method as claimed in claimQ on e of oloimo 0 t o 11 , 
wherein the tear-open thread (3) is inserted between the stitch legs (44) and the 
an associated sinker thread (8). 



13. (Amended) The method as claimed in claim 12, wherein the fabric is 
subsequently reversed, if the sinker thread (8) lies on the inside during 
production. 



14. (Amended) A sausage casing which is connected to an encasing netting 
(4) as claimed in claim 1 ono of olaimo 1 to 8 . 

15. (Amended) The sausage casing as claimed in claim 14, wherein the 
encasing netting (4) is adhesively bonded to the sausage casing. 



16. (Amended) The sausage casing as claimed claim 15, wherein the knitted 
encasing netting has honeycomb strands (5) running in the longitudinal direction 
and designed as a tricot, and adhesive bonding to the sausage casing is more 
secure or more frequent or over a larger area in the region of these longitudinally 
running honeycomb strands <§) than in the region of the transversely running 



honeycomb strands 
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17. (Amended) A sausage or the like with a sausage casing closed at the 
ends, wherein said sausage is encased by an encasing netting (4) as claimed in 
claim 1 ono of c l a i mo 1 to 8 or by a oauoago casing ao c l a i mod i n ono of c l a i mo 
11 to 16 and tho ondo of tho toar opon thread (3) aro oocurod in tho ond o l oouroo 
(2) of tho oauoago cooing . 

18. (New) A sausage or the like with a sausage' casing closed at the ends, 
wherein said sausage is encased by an encasing netting a sausage casing as 
claimed in claim 14 and having end closures and the ends of the tear-open 
thread are secured in the end closures of the sausage casing. 

19. (New) The netting as claimed in claim 2, wherein the netting has 
honeycomb strands and the honeycomb strands of the netting are composed of 
knitting stitches, and the tear-open thread is bound into these. 

20. (New) The netting as claimed in claim 3, wherein the netting has 
honeycomb strands and the honeycomb strands of the netting are composed of 
knitting stitches, and the tear-open thread is bound into these. 



Page 6 of 7 



